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Introduction

The East and Horn of Africa Human Rights Defenders Network welcomes the opportunity 
offered by the 55th Ordinary Session of the African Commission on Human and Peoples’ Rights 
(ACHPR) to highlight some of the current human rights issues in the East and Horn of Africa 
region for the period of October 2013 to April 2014. This report was prepared with the 
assistance of reports and information received by the East and Horn of Africa Human Rights 
Defenders Project (the secretariat of the East and Horn of Africa Human Rights Defenders 
Network) from our members and partners from the sub-region.

The past six months has been marked in most countries in the sub-region by renewed 
government clampdowns on fundamental human rights, and the targeting through various 
means of human rights defenders (HRDs) working on the front lines of human rights protection. 
In many countries regressive legislation was passed, curtailing citizens' rights to free expression 
and peaceful assembly. Increasingly, administrative and bureaucratic obstacles were used by 
governments to disrupt the work of human rights defenders and journalists. 

In Burundi, the space for human rights defenders and for civil society more generally continued 
to narrow sharply. In December 2013 a new law was adopted introducing severe limits to the 
right to peaceful assembly. Of considerable concern, this period was marked by a dramatic 
escalation in political violence. 

In Djibouti, human rights defenders, and particularly journalists, continued to be targeted for 
harassment, intimidation and arrest on the basis of their work. 

EHAHRDP remains deeply concerned about continuing serious human rights violations in 
Eritrea, and the government's failure to engage with regional and international human rights 
mechanisms. We continue to call on the Commission to take decisive action to protect Eritrean 
citizens from further human rights abuses. 
  
In Rwanda, the unlawful takeover in 2013 of one of the last remaining independent human 
rights organisations was yet to be resolved by domestic courts during this period, with hearings 
in the case repeatedly delayed. Human rights defenders continued to operate in an environment 
of fear and self censorship. 

In Sudan, state authorities continued to direct indiscriminate aerial bombings of populated 
civilian areas. Security agents used excessive force to suppress popular protests in 2013 and 
2014. Human rights defenders continued to be overtly targeted for arrest and detention. 

In Uganda, the widely condemned Anti-Homosexuality Act 2014 came into force. The law 
violates many of the guarantees of equality and non-discrimination enshrined both in the 
country's constitution and in its many commitments under regional and international human 
rights law. 

One of the gravest developments within the sub-region in the past six months has been South
Sudan’s rapid descent into a state of civil war in December 2013. Many thousands of civilians 
have since been killed, and many hundreds of thousands of people have been forced to flee their 
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homes, caught in the midst of fighting between pro and anti-government forces. In spite of early 
hope that a January ceasefire between the warring parties might hold, there are continuing 
reports of widespread violations of international humanitarian law across many parts of the 
country. Numerous human rights defenders have been forced to flee the country as a result of 
the conflict, creating a troubling vacuum for independent human rights monitoring and 
reporting. The African Union Commission of Inquiry on South Sudan represents a vital window 
of opportunity to delivery accountability, but will require widespread and coordinated political, 
logistical, and technical support in order to effectively fulfil its mandate. 

In all countries in the sub-region, EHAHRDP has reported on the harassment and intimidation of 
human rights defenders and journalists, and increasing attempts by state and non-state actors 
to undermine and disrupt the activities of civil society. These attacks take many forms: from the 
frequent murder of journalists in Somalia, to the passing of regressive and unconstitutional 
legislation in Uganda. Consistently throughout, human rights defenders continue to place 
themselves on the front line of human rights protection in the region, often at intolerable risks 
to their own safety.

Recommendations
In light of the updates and observations contained in this report, the East and Horn of Africa 
Human Rights Defenders Project offers the following recommendations for action by the African 
Commission on Human and Peoples’ Rights:

�x Call on member States to ensure the protection of human rights defenders, notably by 
observing the African Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights and other human rights 
treaties to which most of these countries are signatory;

�x Call for an end to all practices, notably legal restrictions, which threaten fundamental 
rights contained in the Charter which are vital for the work of human rights defenders, 
in particular the freedom of expression, the freedoms of assembly and association;

�x Carry out a Commission of Inquiry into violations of the Charter and international 
humanitarian law in the regions of Southern Kordofan and Blue Nile in Sudan;

�x Affirm its support of the mandate of the African Union Commission of Inquiry on South 
Sudan, pledge all available resources to assist the Commission of Inquiry to fulfil its 
mandate, and commit to work with other African Union mechanisms including the AU 
Peace and Security Council to ensure that the Commission of Inquiry is able to conduct 
meaningful investigations into, and help to deliver accountability for, the many 
egregious human rights violations that have been committed in South Sudan since 
December 2013;

�x Reaffirm its support for the International Criminal Court, and again urge AU member 
states to “ensure that the perpetrators of crimes under international human rights law 
and international humanitarian law should not benefit from impunity” (resolution 87, 
5th December 2005);
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�x Take all necessary measures to follow up on decisions taken by the Commission on 
communications that remain unimplemented, so that victims’ may receive a remedy for 
the violations of their rights as contained in the Charter, especially requests for 
provisional measures;

�x Recognise that the rights contained in the African Charter apply to all people without 
discrimination on any grounds, including sexual orientation and gender identity;

�x Promote international criminal investigations into serious human rights violations 
committed in the region, where domestic remedies have failed;

�x Encourage all members of the African Union to ratify and implement the provisions of 
the African Charter on Democracy, Elections and Good Governance;

�x Encourage full engagement with the ACHPR by States in the sub-region, especially those 
in transition or conflict periods, such as Somalia and South Sudan, including by urging 
states to invite visits from the Commission and to submit periodic reports;

�x Call on member States to deposit the declaration under article 34 (6) of the protocol of 
the African Court on Human and Peoples’ Rights to allow individuals and NGOs to 
directly submit their cases to the court.
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Country Overviews

BURUNDI

During this period, the human rights situation in Burundi deteriorated sharply. A new law was 
adopted in December 2013 that curtailed freedom of assembly. The law was swiftly matched in 
practice by the routine, and often violent, dispersal of public assemblies.  

The last six months have seen a dramatic escalation in political violence across the country, 
most notably by the youth wing of the ruling CNDD-FDD party. In tandem, the space for human 
rights defenders, and for civil society more generally, continued to narrow.  

Political Freedom and Freedom of Assembly 
Although dialogue between the ruling CNDD-FDD party and other political parties appeared to 
improve during early 2013, in the second half of the year political freedom and dialogue 
between the main political parties in Burundi deteriorated dramatically. 

Burundi's complex and delicate political system - codified in the Arusha Peace and 
Reconciliation Agreement of 2000 - came under profound stress during the period. In March 
2014, the ruling CNDD-FDD party proposed highly controversial constitutional changes that 
would effectively remove the ethnic power sharing arrangements within government, and 
potentially allow President Nkurunziza to stand for a third term. CNDD-FDD narrowly failed to 
win parliamentary approval for the changes, but there are indications that a referendum might 
be held on the matter. 1

On 8th March 2014, violence broke out at a rally between the police and members of the political 
party, Movement for Solidarity and Democracy (MSD). Following the rally, twenty-one MSD 
members were charged, tried, and subsequently sentenced to life in prison. A further twenty-six 
protesters were sent to jail for between five and 10 years.2

Throughout the period, there were numerous reports of political violence by the CNDD-FDD 
youth wing, known as Imbonerakure. As of early March 2014, 19 violent incidents involving 
members of Imbonerakure had been documented since the beginning of the year. These 
included beatings, acts of extortion and intimidation of political opponents, and the prohibition 
and disruption of political meetings.3

In April 2014, a leaked internal United Nations report provided credible reports that the army 
was distributing weapons and military uniforms to the Imbonerakure. The volume of weapons 
distributed is unclear, and the government has vociferously denied the claims contained in the 
leaked report. On 17th April 2014, Paul Debbie, Security Chief at the UN office in Burundi, was 

                                                            
1 See Reuters, “Burundi's ruling party fails in first bid to change constitution”, 21 March 2014, 
http://uk.reuters.com/article/2014/03/21/uk-burundi-politics-idUKBREA2K1MO20140321
2 “Burundi muzzles its dissidents”, Mail & Guardian, 4th April 2014, http://mg.co.za/article/2014-04-03-
burundi-muzzles-its-dissidents
3 See, Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights, “Burundi: Pillay denounces increasing 
restrictions on political and civil rights ahead of 2015 elections”, 7th March 2014, 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=14331&LangID=E
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reportedly ordered to leave the country by Burundi's Foreign Minister on the basis of the leaked 
report's contents.4 Imbonerakure were one of the main groups involved in political violence and 
intimidation in the lead-up to the 2010 elections. The strong evidence that their violent 
activities have increased during this period is cause for considerable concern. 

Access to Information and Freedom of Expression
A controversial new law regulating the media, which came into force in June 2013, was 
challenged in Burundi's Constitutional Court. In January 2014, the Constitutional Court 
invalidated provisions of the law that imposed heavy fines on journalists. However, the law 
continues to contain several highly concerning provisions, including restrictions on 
investigative journalism and requirements for journalists to reveal their sources in an overly 
broad range of circumstances.5

Civil Society and Human Rights Defenders
On 5th December 2013, a controversial law regulating public assemblies was formally 
promulgated by the President of the Republic. The law introduces civil and criminal penalties 
for organisers of public gatherings, and a prohibition on spontaneous public gatherings.6 In 
addition to being applied in the case of explicitly political public assemblies, the new law was 
used to stifle the rights to peaceful assembly of civil society organisations during this period. 

On 18th February 2014, the new law was used by the authorities to prevent a workshop 
organized by the Bujumbura Bar Association from taking place. 7

In line with the new law, the human rights organisation OLUCOME (the Anti-corruption and 
Economic Malpractice Observatory) notified authorities of their intention to hold a peaceful 
march on 9th April 2014 to commemorate the fifth anniversary of the murder of their vice-
president, the anti-corruption campaigner Ernest Manirumva. The human rights defenders 
were refused permission to hold the march, and instead visited his grave and organised a 
memorial mass. 

On 22nd May 2012, the Higher Instance Court of Bujumbura sentenced 14 individuals to lengthy 
prison terms for the murder of Manirumva, in spite of credible (albeit ignored) indications that 
Burundian security services and national police were involved in his murder, and that 
Manirumva was targeted for assassination as a direct result of his anti-corruption work.

                                                            
4 Aljazeera, “Burundi expels UN official over arms report”, 17 April 2014, 
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/africa/2014/04/burundi-expels-un-official-over-arms-report-
2014417144546195161.html
5 Reporters Sans Frontieres, “La loi sur la presse partiellement invalidée: la Cour constitutionnelle 
s’arrête à mi-chemin”, 7 January 2014, http://fr.rsf.org/burundi-la-loi-sur-la-presse-partiellement-04-06-
2013,44571.html
6 Loi N°1/ 28 du 5 Decembre 2013 Portant Reglementation des Manifestations sur la Voie Publique et 
Reunions Publiques, accessible at:  http://www.presidence.bi/spip.php?article4448
7 See, Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights, “Burundi: Pillay denounces increasing 
restrictions on political and civil rights ahead of 2015 elections”, 7th March 2014, 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=14331&LangID=E
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EHAHRDP followed the trial closely and produced a trial observation report.8 On 4th April 2014, 
the public prosecutor accused Gabriel Rufyiri, President of OLUCOME and a leading voice in the 
calls for justice, of involvement in the murder.9

Transitional Justice  
During its Universal Periodic Review (UPR) at the United Nations Human Rights Council in 
January 2013, Burundi accepted recommendations to implement a Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission (TRC) and Special Tribunal to address human rights violations committed between 
1962 and 2008, as provided for in the Arusha Accords.

In April 2014, the National Assembly passed the law establishing the TRC, in a vote boycotted by 
junior coalition parties Uprona and Frodebu. The law will allow President Pierre Nkurunziza 
pick the constituent members of the Commission, creating the possibility for impunity for 
members of the ruling party.10

DJIBOUTI

During this period, human rights continued to be severely curtailed in Djibouti, with political 
freedoms and freedoms of expression being most notably restricted. Throughout December 
2013 and January 2014, dozens of opposition leaders and activists were arrested and jailed, 
often unlawfully.11 Human rights defenders continued to face harassment, intimidation and 
routine arrests and detention by government officials.  

Human Rights Defenders
On 23rd January 2014, police arrested Mr. Zakaria Abdillahi Ali, a prominent lawyer, human 
rights defender, and President of the Djiboutian League of Human Rights (Ligue Djiboutienne 
des Droits Humains) in the Ali Sabieh region. He was arrested along with two opposition 
politicians who were subsequently released. Abdillahi Ali was subsequently transferred to 
Djibouti city and detained, where he began a hunger strike in protest. He was detained for 
several days before being released. 

                                                            
8 East and Horn of Africa Human Rights Defenders Project, “Ernest Manirumva: a Lost Light, a Derailed 
Trial, and an Embattled Civil Society”, accessible at: 
www.defenddefenders.org/images/docs/ManirumvaEN.pdf
9 Iwacu, “Rufyiri : un nouveau suspect dans l’affaire Manirumva”, 12 April 2014, http://www.iwacu-
burundi.org/rufyiri-un-nouveau-suspect-dans-laffaire-manirumva/

10 Reuters, “Burundi creates reconciliation body that divides public opinion”, 18 April 2014, 
https://news.yahoo.com/burundi-creates-reconciliation-body-divides-public-opinion-125923735.html

11 See, FIDH, “Djibouti: The Crackdown Intensifies”, 16 January 2014, 
http://www.fidh.org/en/africa/djibouti/14483-djibouti-the-crackdown-intensifies
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Abdillahi Ali is the legal representative for many Djiboutian opposition politicians, journalists 
and human rights defenders,12 and has been subject to state harassment, intimidation, and 
arrest on numerous prior occasions.  

Political Freedom
On 16th January 2014, several leaders of the Union for National Salvation (USN) party, along 
with a number of activists who were celebrating the first anniversary of the creation of the
opposition coalition were arrested and detained at the Nagad Detention Centre.13

Freedom of Expression
On 4th December 2013, police reportedly detained and beat journalists Abdourahman Houssein 
and Sadam Ainan, both of the pro-opposition news website and radio station, La Voix de 
Djibouti, while they were covering a police raid on market stall vendors in the Maka Moukarama 
Market. On 12th December 2013, police arrested Mohamed Ibrahim, a journalist for the same 
institution, while he was covering a protest in the capital.14  On 9th March 2014, Maydaneh 
Abdallah Okieh, the website editor of the same institution was arrested at his home. He has been 
detained since that time, reportedly on charges of disturbing public order following his 
coverage of an opposition meeting.15  

Release of Eritrean Refugees and Asylum Seekers
On 13th April 2014, Djibouti released 266 Eritrean refugees and asylum seekers, some of whom 
had been held in detention for more than five years at the Nagad Police Academy in Djibouti, in 
the wake of joint efforts by the UN Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights, the UN 
Refugee Agency and civil society organisations, including Human Rights Concern-Eritrea, an 
EHAHRD-Net member. 

Camp Lemonnier and Involvement with US Extraordinary Rendition
Djibouti's international airport continues to host the United States Naval Expeditionary Base, 
Camp Lemonnier, which is a known base for the United States' drone operations in Yemen and 
elsewhere. The use of drones for targeted and/or indiscriminate extra-judicial execution 
violates the right to life under international law.

Over the course of several years, Djibouti has allowed its airspace and airports to be used for 
flights associated with CIA extraordinary rendition operations,16 and as such is complicit in 
violating international law. 

                                                            
12 See FIDH, DJIBOUTI: FIDH demands the immediate release of LDDH President, Mr Zakaria Abdillahi, 24 
January 2014, http://www.fidh.org/en/africa/djibouti/14527-djibouti-fidh-demands-the-immediate-release-
of-lddh-president-mr-zakaria
13 Ibid, above note 11
14 See Committee to Protect Journalists, “Djibouti journalist detained for covering demonstration”, 20 
December 2013, https://www.cpj.org/2013/12/djibouti-journalist-detained-for-covering-demonstr.php
15 Reporters Without Borders, “Independent radio’s website editor detained again”, 13 March 2014, 
http://en.rsf.org/djibouti-independent-radio-s-website-editor-13-03-2014,46000.html
16 Open Society Foundations, “Globalizing Torture: CIA Secret Detention and Extraordinary Rendition”, 
2013, available to view online at http://www.opensocietyfoundations.org/reports/globalizing-torture-cia-
secret-detention-and-extraordinary-rendition
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On 2nd November 2013, the International Centre for the Legal Protection of Human Rights 
(Interights) and the Global Justice Clinic presented evidence to the African Commission on 
Human and Peoples' Rights, detailing Djibouti's active role in the US extraordinary rendition 
and secret detention programme. Mohammed al-Asad, represented by the two organisations, 
was secretly detained, tortured and interrogated in Djibouti for several weeks in 2003 and 2004 
before being forcibly transferred to a CIA ‘black site’.17

ERITREA

During this period, little or no change has been seen in the human rights situation of Eritrea. 
Eritrea remains one of the world's most repressive and closed regimes, making human rights 
monitoring virtually impossible. Journalists, opposition politicians, and ordinary citizens 
languish en massein inhumane detention facilities, where torture is common. Eritrean citizens 
routinely risk being killed crossing the borders into Ethiopia and Sudan in order to flee the 
desperate conditions in the country. On 3rd October 2013, the Lampedusa boat tragedy off the 
coast of Italy killed more than 300 people including many Eritreans, illustrating the high risks 
and desperate measures that many Eritreans are prepared to take to flee their home country. 

Freedom of Expression
Eritrea was once again ranked last in the 2014 Reporters without Borders Press Freedom 
Index.18 It has held this position for the past seven years, and at present, at least 28 journalists 
are detained. 

The Eritrean government appears determined to maintain a complete blackout on news and 
information, and independent journalism is effectively non-existent in the country. The country 
has no privately owned media, and media based in the diaspora constitute the only source of 
independent news coverage of the situation of Eritrea. 

The independent press was effectively closed by the government in 2001, through the 
revocation of licenses and mass arrests of editors and publishers, several of whom are reported 
to have died in detention19 Journalists working for government agencies, arrested since 2009 
for allegedly providing information to Western nongovernmental organizations and 
governments, remain incarcerated incommunicado.

All domestic media is controlled by the government. Two of four internet service providers 
prohibit access to sites unapproved by the government and persons using internet cafes are 
subject to surveillance. Eritrea periodically jams satellite radio transmissions by opposition
groups. 

Defectors have repeatedly described a climate of intense fear in the country. To question 
authority, much less criticize it, can result in imprisonment and worse. Gatherings of more than 
                                                            
17 Interights, “Groundbreaking Rendition Case to be Heard by African Commission”, 1 November 2013, 
http://www.interights.org/news/130/index.html
18 Reporters Without Borders, Press Freedom Index 2014, https://rsf.org/index2014/en-index2014.php
19 Human Rights Watch, World Report 2013, Eritrea Country Chapter  http://www.hrw.org/world-
report/2013/country-chapters/eritrea?page=2
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seven unrelated people are forbidden and the formation of NGOs is effectively prohibited. 
Political organization is restricted to the ruling party, the Peoples Front for Democracy and 
Justice (PFDJ). Unions are prohibited, except for PFDJ subsidiaries.

National Service
The United Nations Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in Eritrea, Sheila B. 
Keetharuth, conducted an official visit to Germany and Switzerland from 17th to 28th March 
2014. During this official visit, Ms. Keetharuth collected testimony from Eritrean refugees and 
migrants on the human rights situation in Eritrea. In spite of repeated requests, the Eritrean 
government has refused to cooperate with the country mandate and Ms. Keetharuth has been 
denied a visa to enter Eritrea.  

In her statement following the end of her official visit, the Special Rapporteur paid particular 
focus on Eritrea's mandatory national service programme, noting that “the main reasons 
spurring Eritreans to flee their country are linked to the indefinite national service and the 
constant fear of being targeted”.20 Under Eritrea's national service programme, many people are 
conscripted into the military without any real prospect of demobilization. Although Eritrean law 
limits national service to 18 months, most conscripts, including children as young as 15, are 
forced into military training where they are subject to torture and sexual violence.21.

Young people are conscripted into the military without any prospect of demobilization. Once 
they complete military training, they are assigned to various Government sectors, including in 
the civilian administration.

Prison Conditions
Eritrea’s prisoners suffer in inadequate and inhumane detention facilities, with minimal food 
and medical care. Prisoners are held in underground cells and shipping containers in desert 
locations, subject to boiling and freezing temperatures and many succumb to these harsh 
conditions. Torture and other abuses during detention are routine with punishments such as; 
mock drowning, being hung from trees by the arms, being tied up in the sun in contorted 
positions for hours or days, being doubled up inside a rolling tire, having handcuffs tightened to 
cut off circulation, as well as frequent beatings.

ETHIOPIA

Throughout this period, ongoing and severe restrictions on freedom of association and 
assembly continued to mark Ethiopia as one of the most challenging countries in the sub-region 
for human rights defenders.  

                                                            
20 OHCHR, Eritrea: UN expert warns about persisting human rights violations linked to the national 
service, 31 March 2014, 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=14465&LangID=E
21 For further information, please see Human Rights Watch, World Report 2014, pp. 113-118 
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Human Rights Defenders and Civil Society
The Charities and Societies Proclamation (2009), one of the strictest laws regulating civil society 
anywhere in the world, continued to impose strict parameters on the work of human rights 
NGOs in Ethiopia. Since the law's enactment five years ago, human rights organisations and 
organisations working on other rights-based areas are only allowed to receive 10% of their 
funding from foreign sources. The remaining 90% must be raised domestically- a condition that 
is effectively impossible in Ethiopia, subsequently leading to the wholesale implosion of large 
swathes of civil society. In addition, all domestic fundraising activities must be pre-approved by 
the Charities and Societies Agency. Details of organisations’ members and donors must be 
provided to the government, adding a further layer of government oversight. 

The sweepingly broad provisions of the Anti-Terrorism Proclamation (2009) has been used in 
parallel with the Charities and Societies Proclamation to target- and, specifically, to jail- human 
rights defenders. Those detained under this law include members of opposition groups, 
journalists, peaceful protesters, and others seeking to express their rights to freedom of 
assembly or expression.22

In spite of these long-standing problems, there were signs that the Ethiopian government might 
ease some of these restrictions. In April 2014, Ethiopian finance ministry official Belachew 
Beyene announced that the government had reclassified over 3 million Euros of European 
Union funding to local NGOs as domestic instead of foreign funding.23

Torture
Throughout the period, and as continuation of a longer term trend, there were regular reports 
of arbitrary arrests and detention, disappearances and extra-judicial executions24. 

In October 2013, Human Rights Watch documented serious human rights abuses, unlawful 
interrogation tactics, and poor detention conditions in Maekelawi, Addis Ababa's main 
detention facility since 2010.25

Freedom of Expression and State surveillance 
On 9th October 2013, Melaku Desmisse, the editor of the Amharic-language newspaper The 
Reporter,was arbitrarily arrested and detained, before being released the following day. No 
charges were brought against him, and he was reportedly not notified of the reasons for his 
arrest.26

                                                            
22 See, United Kingdom Foreign & Commonwealth Office, Human Rights & Democracy Report 2013. 
23 Pana, “Ethiopia reviews strict civil society regulations”, 14 April 2014, 
http://en.africatime.com/swaziland/articles/ethiopia-reviews-strict-civil-society-regulations
24 See Amnesty International, “Submission to the UN Universal Periodic Review, May 2014”, accessible 
online at: http://www.amnesty.org/en/library/info/AFR25/004/2013/en
25 Human Rights Watch, “They Want a Confession: Torture and Ill-Treatment in Ethiopia’s Maekelawi 
Police Station”, October 18 2013, accessible at: 

https://www.hrw.org/reports/2013/10/17/they-want-confession-0
26 Reporters Without Borders, “Newspaper editor released after being held overnight”, 14 November 
2013, https://en.rsf.org/ethiopie-editor-illegally-arrested-and-11-10-2013,45323.html
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In March 2014, Human Rights Watch published a detailed report, outlining surveillance 
technologies used by the Ethiopian government to monitor perceived political opponents, both 
inside Ethiopia and among the diaspora.27

KENYA

During this period, attempts were made to legislate and codify unwarranted limitations on 
freedoms of association and expression in Kenya. Human rights defenders were frequently 
attacked, and impunity persisted for human rights violations. There was a notable rise in 
attempts to stigmatise civil society organizations and human rights defenders, often through 
politically motivated public campaigns in the media.

Freedom of Expression
The Inspector General of Police accused the investigative journalists that covered the 
September 2013 Westgate mall terror attack of 'inciting propaganda' in their coverage of the 
rescue operation, after they released proof that army officers dispatched to contain the situation 
engaged in looting.28

Human Rights Defenders and Civil Society
On 12th February 2014, police officers broke into human rights defender Muchangi Nyaga’s 
home and proceeded to ransack his property. The police took with them the cash record book 
and minutes record book of his organisation, 'Ghetto Green', strongly indicating that he was 
targeted for arrest on the basis of his work. Mr. Muchangi was subsequently arrested and 
detained at Huruma police station, before later being released.29

Due, ostensibly, to increasing concerns over terror attacks in Kenya, there has been a marked 
rise in extra- judicial killings by the Anti Terrorism Police Unit (ATPU).30 ATPU has been granted 
broad powers to conduct anti terrorism operations. In the process of so doing, during this 
period it has committed grave human rights violations such as torture and ill treatment of 
detainees, arbitrary detentions and disappearances.31 To date, no measures have been taken to 

                                                            
27 Human Rights Watch, “They Know everything we do: Telecom and Internet Surveillance in Ethiopia”, 
March 25 2014, accessible at: https://www.hrw.org/news/2014/03/25/ethiopia-telecom-surveillance-chills-
rights
28Daniel Howden, “Terror in Westgate mall: the full story of the attacks that devastated Kenya”, The Guardian, 
(4 October 2013), http://www.theguardian.com/world/interactive/2013/2013/oct/04/westgate-mall-attacks-
kenya-terror#part-two, accessed on 18th February 2014.

29 EHAHRDP, “Kenya: Release Human Rights Defender Muchangi Nyaga”, 14th February 2014, 
http://www.defenddefenders.org/2014/02/kenya-release-human-rights-defender-muchangi-nyaga/

30 Olive Burrows, “EU decries rise in extra-judicial killings in Kenya”, Capital News, 6 October 2013, accessed on 
20 March 2014, available at http://www.capitalfm.co.ke/news/2013/10/eu-decries-rise-in-extra-judicial-

kiilings-in-kenya/. 

31 Open Society Foundations and Muslims for Human Rights, We are Tired of Taking You to Court: Human 
Rights Abuses by Kenya’s Counter- Terrorism Police Unit, (New York: Open Society Foundations, 2013), 
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conduct investigations into these violations and hold those responsible to account. These 
alarming state tactics, combined with impunity for the perpetrators, raises legitimate concerns 
for the safety of HRDs who seek to monitor, document and report these violations in an effort to 
ensure state accountability.

Repressive Legislation
In October 2013, the Kenyan government tabled a series of amendments to the Public Benefits 
Organisation Act, which if passed into law, would have increased state control over civil society 
and reduced foreign funding for civil society organizations to 15%. The amendments were 
withdrawn by parliament in December 2013, but should be seen as part of a pattern of efforts to 
exert control over, and limit the space for, civil society organisations and human rights 
defenders. 

On 5th December 2013, the Kenyan Parliament adopted two new media laws: the Kenya 
Information and Communications (Amendments) Act and the Media Council Act. Combined, the 
two laws dramatically increase state control of the media by widening government oversight 
authority over media houses. Exorbitant fines of up to 500,000 Kenyan Shillings (approximately 
5700 USD) for individual journalists, and 20 million Kenyan Shillings (roughly 230,000 USD) for 
media houses were introduced, for violations of a vaguely drafted Code of Conduct.

Freedom of Assembly
In February 2014, HRDs peacefully protesting against corruption and impunity in Kenya were 
dispersed by police armed with tear gas. Their permission to protest had been arbitrarily 
withdrawn by the police on the scheduled morning of the protest, on grounds of national 
security. Four HRDs were arrested and charged with rioting, resisting arrest and behaving in a 
disorderly manner in a police building. When they were produced before court, the bail was set 
exorbitantly high so as to frustrate their release. Such treatment contravenes Article 37 of 
Kenya’s Constitution which guarantees freedom of association and assembly.

Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity
The National Coalition of Human Rights Defenders- Kenya expressed concerns during this 
period about the increasing risks for HRDs working on sexual orientation and gender identity 
issues in Kenya. Following the passing of repressive anti-LGBTI legislation in Nigeria and 
Uganda, the so-called 'anti gay' debate resurfaced in Kenya during this period. According to 
several media reports, religious organisations in Kenya have publicly advocated for the 
criminalization of homosexuality, while five members of parliament have vowed to fight 
homosexuality including through rallying the public against gay people and pursuing a strict 
enforcement of Kenya’s existing laws.32 HRDs defending the rights of sexual minorities have 

                                                                                                                                                                                             
accessed on 19 March 2014, available at http://www.opensocietyfoundations.org/sites/default/files/tired-
taking-you-court-11-19-2013.pdf

32 Kenya Penal Code (Parliament of Kenya), 2009, sections 162, 163 and 165
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faced obstacles in their work, as illustrated by the repeated and ongoing denial by the NGO 
Board to register organisations working on LGBTI rights.33

RWANDA

During this period, human rights defenders in Rwanda continued to operate under profound 
duress amidst a narrow and restrictive operating environment for civil society more widely. 
Political freedoms continued to shrink, as the ruling Rwandan Patriotic Front appeared to 
further entrench its political dominance ahead of Presidential elections in 2017.

Civil Society 
NGOs and individual human rights defenders – particularly those engaged in human rights 
monitoring and advocacy – continued to face serious threats and challenges during the period.

As EHAHRDP documented in its report to the 54th Session, in July 2013 the leadership of 
independent human rights organisation LIPRODHOR was effectively (and unlawfully) taken 
replaced by the government. The takeover is currently being challenged by LIPRODHOR's 
former leadership in court, and the Rwanda Governance Board (the governmental body charged 
with oversight of all civil society organisations) has been summoned to give evidence. The 
hearings have been repeatedly postponed throughout the period covered by this report, with 
the next hearing scheduled to take place in May 2014. International and regional human rights 
NGOs have released numerous public statements condemning the de facto government 
sanctioned takeover of the organisation via transparently unlawful means. Foreign 
governments have expressed similar concerns, and continue to monitor the legal proceedings.34

In July 2013, anti-corruption campaigner Gustave Makonene, coordinator of Transparency 
International Rwanda’s Advocacy and Legal Advice Centre in Rubavu, was found murdered. 
During this period, Rwandan authorities have failed to conduct a robust investigation into the 
circumstances surrounding his death.35  

Political Freedoms
Political freedoms, including principally the freedom to form and operate political parties and 
engage meaningfully in free and fair elections, remained an area of grave concern during this 
period. Opposition politicians including Sylvain Sibomana and Victoire Ingabire of the FDU-
Inkingi party, and Bernard Ntaganda of PS-Imberakuri remained imprisoned. In December 
2013, following protracted and flawed legal proceedings, Victoire Ingabire's original custodial 

                                                            
33 This has been challenged through a petition filed by the National Gay and Lesbian Human Rights 
Commission filed against the attorney general and the NGO Board. See National Gay and Lesbian Human 
Rights Commission v the AG and the NGO Board (2013).

34 See United Kingdom Foreign & Commonwealth Office, Human Rights & Democracy Report 2013 
35 See Human Rights Watch, “Rwanda: Investigate Anti-Corruption Campaigner’s Murder”, 22 January 
2014, http://www.hrw.org/news/2014/01/22/rwanda-investigate-anti-corruption-campaigner-s-murder
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sentence of 8 years was increased to 15 years by Rwanda's Supreme Courton charges widely 
assessed as being politically motivated.36

On 1st January 2014 the former intelligence chief, and member of the diaspora based Rwanda 
National Congress (RNC), Patrick Karegeya, was found murdered in Johannesburg. The United 
States government expressed its concern at the “succession of what appear to be politically 
motivated murders of prominent Rwandan exiles”.37 In March 2014, the South African 
government publicly accused three Rwandan diplomats of involvement with a further apparent 
assassination attempt against Rwandan exile and fellow RNC member Kayumba Nyamwasa, and 
the attempted murder of other Rwandan exiles living in South Africa. The diplomats were 
expelled from the country.38 In spite of official government denials of involvement in Karegeya's 
murder, President Paul Kagame stated in late January 2014 that he “wish[ed] Rwanda did it”.39

Cross-Border Activities in Democratic Republic of Congo
Throughout the course of 2012 and 2013, both the United Nations and human rights groups 
including Human Rights Watch published substantial evidence that Rwanda was providing 
military and financial assistance to the M23 rebel movement in the eastern Democratic Republic 
of Congo. M23 was defeated militarily during the course of the period, and declared an end to its 
rebellion on 5th November 2013. However, in its report to the UN Security Council of January 
2014, the UN Group of Experts on the DRC presented substantial and credible information that 
its remnants and allies were continuing to recruit in Rwanda.40

Refugees
During this period, there were significant concerns surrounding the safety of Rwandan refugees 
from abduction and other attacks by Rwandan security and intelligence forces, particularly in 
neighbouring Uganda. On 25th October 2013 Joel Mutabazi, a former bodyguard to President 
Kagame with refugee status, was handed over the Rwandan authorities by Ugandan law 
enforcement officials.  This followed an abduction attempt against Mutabazi in August 2013 in 
Uganda. In the execution and facilitation of Mutabazi's abduction and return to Rwanda (where 
he is now on trial on terrorism charges) both Uganda and Rwanda acted in grave violation of 
international law regarding the non-refoulement of refugees41. 

                                                            
36 See BBC News, “Victoire Ingabire: Rwanda leader's jail term raised”, 13 December 2013, 
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-25371874

37 Jen Psakii, United States Department of State Spokesperson, Daily Press Briefing, 16 January 2014, 
http://www.state.gov/r/pa/prs/dpb/2014/01/219935.htm#RWANDA
38 BBC News, “South Africa links Rwanda diplomats to attacks”, 12 March 2014, 
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-26546105

39 Wall Street Journal, “Rwanda President Denies Role in Ex-Spy Chief's Death”, 23 January 2014, 
http://online.wsj.com/news/articles/SB10001424052702304632204579338811856671086?mg=reno64-
wsj&url=http%3A%2F%2Fonline.wsj.com%2Farticle%2FSB10001424052702304632204579338811856671086.h
tml
40 Final report of the Group of Experts on the Democratic Republic of the Congo, S/2014/42, 23 January 
2014 
41 Article 33, Convention Relation to the Status of Refugees, 1951
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SOMALIA

During this period, the human rights situation in Somalia continued to deteriorate. The 
escalation in the armed conflict between pro-government forces, the African Union Mission in 
Somalia (AMISOM) and the Islamist armed group al-Shabab, in southern and central Somalia has 
continued to contribute to an overall pattern of gross human rights violations in Somalia. Somali 
journalists and media workers continued to be attacked, harassed, intimidated and killed by 
parties to the conflict. In spite of positive rhetoric and a number of public human rights 
commitments throughout 2013, the Somali Federal Government failed to adequately address 
the magnitude of the country's human rights crisis during this period.

On a positive note, the United Nations Assistance Mission in Somalia (UNSOM) started training 
new recruits of the Somalia National Army in February 2014 on human rights principles. This 
was the first time UNSOM has engaged in human rights training for the Somali military since the 
UN Security Council mandated the UN in Somalia to provide assistance and advice to the 
security forces in accordance with the UN Human Rights and Due Diligence Policy.42

Freedom of Expression
On 26th December 2013, Somali Independent Media Houses Association (SIMHA), a media 
consortium was established. The consortium comprises 18 media houses in Somalia. SIMHA 
promotes freedom of expression, peace and development and human rights. It also builds the 
capacity of its members to be more professional and innovative in their work.

Media law
Somalia’s draft media law, not yet in force at the time of writing, was the subject of much 
discussion during this period. Encouragingly, there was open dialogue between the government 
and civil society actors (including those in the diaspora) on substantive elements of the 
proposed new laws during this period.43

While media laws are needed to protect freedom of expression, the draft law in its current form 
is problematic. The law includes a number of vaguely drafted and highly subjective provisions, 
including a prohibition on journalists releasing information against Somali or Islamic tradition. 
Fundamentally, the draft law fails to comprehensively address the magnitude of the safety and 
security issues affecting journalists and the protection of journalists.

Attack on journalists
During this period, Somali journalists continued to face grave and direct threats to their safety, 
security, and lives. 

                                                            
42United Nations Assistance Mission in Somalia, “UNSOM Starts Training Somali National Army in Human 
Rights “ 12th February 2014 , 
http://www.unsom.unmissions.org/Default.aspx?tabid=6254&ctl=Details&mid=9770&ItemID=20992&languag
e=en-US

43 See Integrity Research & Consultancy, “Somalia Consultation”, published 12 March 2014, 
http://www.integrityresearch.com/somaliaconsultation
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On 20th  September 2013, three journalists – Abdirahman Yasin Ali, director of Radio Hamar; 
Abdisatar Daher Sabriye, head of news at Radio Mogadishu; and Liban Ali Nur, head of news for 
Somali National TV – were killed during a suicide attack on a popular restaurant in Mogadishu. 
At least 12 other people were killed and dozens were injured. 

On 26th October 2013, Mohamed Mohamud Tima’adde, a reporter with Universal TV succumbed 
to injuries sustained on 22nd October 2013 after he was shot several times in Wadajir district, 
Mogadishu by unknown assailants. He was the seventh journalist to have been killed last year.44

In February 2014, state authorities detained two radio directors for two days and reportedly 
threatened to kill them if they continued to air news critical of the government upon their 
release. On the evening of 11th February, national security agents arrested Mohamed Barre and 
Ibrahim Mohamed from Radio Danan and Radio Haatuf, respectively after broadcasting similar 
reports about a blast that wounded the deputy governor of the Lower Shabelle Region of 
Somalia, Hassan Gessey. Both journalists went into hiding on their release and could not be 
reached. 

Internet restrictions
In January 2014, Al Shabaab reportedly banned the use of the Internet through mobile handsets
and fiber optic cables throughout Somalia and gave telecommunications companies 15 days to 
comply with the order.45

SOMALILAND

Freedom of Expression
Throughout the period covered by this report, there were overt attempts by the Somaliland 
government to silence and intimidate journalists and media houses. This constituted part of a 
troubling longer term pattern of harassment and intimidation of the independent critical media 
in Somaliland. 

The independent newspaper Hubaal was repeatedly targeted by government authorities 
throughout 2013, culminating in a raid on its premises and its forced closure in December 
2013.46 Hubaal newspaper chairman Mohamed Ahmed Jama told the BBC Somali Service that 
heavily armed officers from the Rapid Reinforcement Unit of Somaliland police raided their 

                                                            
44United Nations Assistance Mission in Somalia, “Special Representative of the UN Secretary General (SRSG) 
Nicholas Kay Regrets Killing of a Journalist,” 27th October 2013, 
http://www.unsom.unmissions.org/Default.aspx?tabid=6254&ctl=Details&mid=9770&ItemID=6734&language
=en-US

45 All Africa News, “ Somalia: Mine, Not Thine- Somalia’s Al Shabaab Bans the Internet”, 13th January 2014, 
http://allafrica.com/stories/201401140442.html

46EHAHRDP, “ Somaliland: Government Forces Closure of Independent Newspapers,” 11th April 2014, 
http://www.defenddefenders.org/2014/04/somaliland-government-forces-closure-independent-newspapers/
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office and closed it, taking with them two journalists.47 Hubaal’seditor and manager had been 
prosecuted and sentenced to custodial sentences and fines in July 2013 on defamation charges, 
following the newspaper’s publication of news reports critical of the government.

On 5th February 2014, government authorities indefinitely banned the U.K.-based private 
broadcaster Universal TV, reportedly in connection with its critical coverage of the president. 
The station complied with the directive and is not broadcasting in Somaliland, according to 
news reports. Somaliland Information Minister Abdullahi Mohamed held a news conference 
where he announced the broadcaster's operating license would be revoked for airing "cheap 
propaganda" and insulting the president. He also said the station had violated the ethics of 
journalism.

On Monday 7th April 2014, Somaliland police officers reportedly entered the Hargeisa premises 
of Haatuf, an independent Somali language newspaper, and its English language sister 
publication The Somaliland Times. Police officers ordered the newspaper's immediate closure, 
and newspaper staff were told to leave the building. According to reports from the National 
Union of Somali Journalists (NUSOJ), police officers were executing a recent judgement issued 
by Marodi Jeeh Regional court, which authorised Haatuf'sclosure on the basis of recent articles 
'insulting' to members of parliament. Haatuf had recently published articles touching on issues 
of government corruption. 48

SOUTH SUDAN

On 15th December 2013 widespread violence erupted in Juba. The initial violence was 
reportedly between opposing military factions loyal to President Salva Kiir, and those loyal to 
former vice-president Riek Machar. During December and January, the violence quickly and 
dramatically spread to many parts of the country. Since that time, the dynamic of the initial 
conflict has grown and spread, such that a highly violent civil war between nominally 'pro-
government' and 'anti-government' forces has taken hold across many parts of the country in 
spite of a ceasefire agreement signed in late January 2014 between the opposing forces. The 
country is now in the midst of a humanitarian catastrophe marked by many thousands of 
civilian deaths, the exodus of at least 200,000 refugees into neighbouring countries, and the 
internal displacement of at least 700,000 civilians.49 At the time of writing, there were mounting 
fears of famine across the country, with the UN estimating in March 2014 that 3.7 million people 
were at risk of food insecurity.50

According to human rights investigators on the ground, both parties to the conflict have 
committed widespread and egregious violations of international humanitarian law that may 

                                                            
47 All Africa News, “ Somalia: Somaliland Police Close Hubaal Newspaper Offices, Arrest Two Journalists, 16th

December 2013, http://allafrica.com/stories/201312170167.html

48 EHAHRDP, “ Somaliland: Government Forces Closure of Independent Newspapers,” 11th April 2014, 
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50 Ibid.
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amount the war crimes.51 There have been credible reports of the use of cluster bombs in the 
course of the conflict, and the open involvement of Ugandan troops in the conflict (on the side of 
President Salva Kiir's government forces) has complicated the already complex dynamics of the 
conflict, whilst increasing the potential for a wider and more destabilising regional conflict to 
develop.52  

In March 2014, the members of the African Union Commission of Inquiry established to 
investigate the human rights violations and other abuses committed during the armed conflict, 
and to make recommendations on the best ways and means to ensure accountability, were 
sworn in.53 The scale of the crisis that has engulfed South Sudan since December cannot be 
overstated, and yet should not mask the wider, underlying deteriorating human rights situation 
in the country prior to the outbreak of violence. 

Human Rights Defenders and Civil Society
Throughout the period prior to December 2013, and to present, human rights defenders have 
been routinely targeted- often violently- by state security and military forces and non-state 
military forces. Journalists and media outlets have been frequently subject to censorship, 
harassment and intimidation by state security forces. New laws severely limiting the space for 
human rights advocacy and for freedom of expression appeared to be close to being passed into 
law prior to the outbreak of violence in December. 

EHAHRDP published a report on the situation of human rights defenders in South Sudan in 
December 2013. Based on extensive field research conducted over the course of three years, our 
report documented widespread attacks by the government (and particularly its security forces) 
against human rights defenders within civil society organisations and the media since the 
country achieved independence, and noted a particular deterioration in the trends observed 
throughout 2013.54

Since the outbreak of violence in December 2013, numerous human rights defenders have been 
forced to flee South Sudan. On 20 January 2014, more than 30 armed men raided the house of 
human rights defender Biel Boutros Biel, executive director of the South Sudan Human Rights 
Society for Advocacy (SSHURSA). Many other human rights defenders have been targeted by 
pro and anti government forces, and a significant number have been forced into exile. 

Throughout 2013, the Voluntary and Non-Governmental Humanitarian Organizations Bill went 
through three parliamentary readings. The proposed law severely curtails permissible activities 
for human rights organisations. Many civil society organisations were engaged in the 
consultative process surrounding the draft law. As of late 2013, amendments to the law had 

                                                            
51 See Human Rights Watch, “South Sudan: War Crimes by both sides”, 27 February 
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largely failed to take account of the concerns of civil society. Although further moves towards 
enactment of the draft law appear to have stalled in the wake of the current conflict, it is 
expected that the draft law will resurface in 2014. 

Freedom of Expression
On the basis of EHAHRDP's recent research, including field research conducted in South Sudan 
in November 2013, during this period journalists and media owners were routinely threatened,
intimidated, and harassed by government forces. Newspaper editors were frequently subjected 
to interference, pre-publication censorship and suspected surveillance by government security 
services.55

The current conflict has dramatically worsened this situation. In March 2014, South Sudan's 
Minister of Information publicly warned journalists not to interview anti-government forces, or 
face possible arrest or expulsion from the country.56

SUDAN

Sudan’s human rights record was tainted further by the government’s indiscriminate aerial 
bombing of civilians in populated areas, and the excessive use of force by security forces to 
suppress popular protests in late 2013 and 2014.

Indiscriminate Bombings
Conflicts in Darfur, Blue Nile and South Kordofan displaced over a half million people in 2013. 
Sudan’s air force engaged in indiscriminate bombing in civilian areas, in clear violation of 
international humanitarian law. Aerial bombings in Darfur killed dozens of civilians in February, 
April and again November 2013.57 In Southern Kordofan and Blue Nile, where conflict erupted 
with rebel forces in 2011, government forces continued to bomb and attack civilians living in 
rebel-held areas. Aerial bombing, ground attacks, and lack of food or humanitarian assistance 
have forced hundreds of thousands to flee, with more than 230,000 in refugee camps in South 
Sudan and Ethiopia as of December 2013.

Freedom of Assembly and Human Rights Defenders
In September 2013, mass demonstrations took place across Sudan in reaction to an 
announcement by President Omar al Bashir that fuel subsidies would be cut. The 
demonstrations were met with excessive use of force. The government’s security forces 
including the National Intelligence and Security Services (NISS) and the Central Reserve Forces 
(CRF) fired live ammunition at protesters. At least 170 people died from gunshot wounds 
between the outbreak of the demonstrations and their cessation in October 2013. Following the 
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demonstrations, about 800 people were arrested and detained and the government also 
increased its restrictions on freedom of expression.58

On 11th March 2014, Sudanese security forces opened fire at protesters during a peaceful 
demonstration at the University of Khartoum that was preceded by a public forum organised by 
Darfur Students Association on the escalating violence and insecurity in South Darfur. Seven 
students were seriously injured during the demonstration and one student died from gunshot 
wounds.59

In late March 2014, seven student activists were detained without access to their families or 
lawyers after Sudan’s National Intelligence and Security Services (NISS) made further arrests in 
connection with the 11th March demonstration that took place at the University of Khartoum. 
One of the detainees, Mohamed Salah Abdulrahman, was arrested days after his brother was 
briefly abducted at gun-point by plain-clothed security officers seeking to establish his 
whereabouts.60 He was released on 7th April 2014.61

Also as a result of the 11th March demonstration at Khartoum University, many human rights 
defenders have been arrested and detained incommunicado. Abdulmonim Adam and Gazi 
Alrayah Al-Sanhouri were arrested and detained on 13th March and 12th March respectively.62

Freedom of Expression
The government of Sudan has imposed a spate of restrictions on independent print media to 
control publication of information in Sudan. Restrictions on the freedom of the media, including 
pre-print censorship and restrictions on the distribution of printed issues of newspapers, is an 
ongoing problem in Sudan. On 20th February 2014, NISS ordered three independent 
newspapers, Aakir Lahza, Al Ehram, Alyoum and Alwatan to stop distribution of their 
newspapers. No rationale was given for the order but the papers resumed distribution the 
following day.63
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Earlier, on 11th, 24th and 26th January 2014, NISS also prevented Algareeda newspaper from 
distributing its newspapers with no apparent reason. The Editor in Chief of Algareeda was 
summoned to NISS offices on 26th January and ordered to suspend the distribution of the 
newspaper indefinitely. According to Reporters without Borders (RSF), there have been 18 
confiscations or suspensions of newspapers this year.64

TANZANIA

The situation of human rights defenders in Tanzania during the past six months continued a 
longer term pattern of deterioration. Human rights defenders and journalists working on oil and 
gas issues at Mtwara, and on sexual orientation and gender identity issues, were subject to 
routine threats and harassment. 

Human rights defenders and civil society 
Civil society organisations in Tanzania are perceived and treated by the government as 'political 
opponents'. During this period, civil society organisations were routinely stigmatized as being 
either 'anti state', or 'agents of western powers', and face harassment from security forces. In 
November 2013, Dr. Edmund Sengonda Mvungi, a human rights defender and political activist 
was attacked by thugs at his home. He died from the injuries he sustained during the attack. Ten 
people were arrested and charged with his murder.65

There has been little or no effort by the state to investigate and prosecute human rights 
violations against human rights defenders. During this period, the killing of Daudi Mwangosi, a 
Channel 10 reporter, and Isa Ngumba, a journalist with Radio Kwizera in Kigoma, have not been 
robustly investigated. Mr. Mwangosi was killed in September 2012 while covering an opposition 
rally in Nyololo village when a police officer fired a tear gas canister at him at close range. On 
Tuesday 8th January 2013, Isa Ngumba was found dead with medical reports showing that he 
was hanged by unknown assailants.66

Restrictive Legislation
The government continues to use the legal framework to curtail the freedom of the media and 
access to information. The Newspaper Act (1976) empowers the minister of information to 
muzzle the press “in the public interest” or “in the interest of peace and good order”.  The Act 
imposes a fine and a jail sentence of up to four years on any person who prints or publishes a 
newspaper without registering it with the Registrar of Newspapers or who furnishes the 
Registrar with false information regarding the paper’s particulars. It also permits any police 
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officer “to seize any newspaper, wherever found, which has been printed or published, or which 
he reasonably suspects to have been printed or published” in violation of the Law. 

Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity
The threats towards HRDs dealing with sexual orientation and gender identity issues intensified 
after Uganda passed its Anti Homosexuality Bill into law in December 2013. According to the 
Tanzania Human Rights Defenders Coalition (THRDC), some HRDs had their names exposed as 
homosexuals in the local newspaper and TSSF (Tanzania Sisi Kwa Sisi Foundation), a youth 
LGBTI non-governmental organisation, received a letter in February 2014 informing it of its 
deregistration.

UGANDA

During this period, the space for civil society in Uganda has significantly narrowed due both to 
the harassment of human rights defenders, as well as the increasingly restrictive legal 
framework under which civil society operates.

The Nongovernmental Organisation (Amendment) Bill 2013 
A draft law, amending the legislative requirements for civil society organisations operating in 
Uganda, was under discussion at the time of writing. The reported objective of this Bill is to 
amend the Non-Governmental Organisation Registration Act for the purposes of enhancing the 
operations of the NGO Board from a national to sub county level, to expand the composition of 
the NGO Board, to provide for additional functions of the Board, and to provide for the 
application, registration, management, monitoring and de-registration of non-governmental 
organizations by the Board.

An initial draft of the law, seen by civil society, would expand the mandate and reach of the 
National NGO Board, giving it wide discretionary powers to approve or reject applications of 
non-governmental organisations, as well as grant or revoke certificates of registration. An 
organization may be refused registration where its objectives are deemed to be in 
contravention of the law.67

In its current form, the draft law would have serious implications on the ability of citizens to 
hold the government accountable, and would infringe fundamentally on the right to freedom of 
association as guaranteed under Uganda's constitution.

Anti Homosexuality Act
On 20th December 2013, the Ugandan parliament passed the Anti Homosexuality Bill into law 
and on 24th February 2014, President Museveni assented to the law. The Anti-Homosexuality 
Act 2014 clearly contravenes several articles of the Ugandan Constitution, including on equality 
and non discrimination and right to privacy. A challenge to the law has been filed in Uganda's 
Constitution Court. 

                                                            
67 Clause 4 on the amendment of Section 2 of the principal Act
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Since the passing of the law, tabloid newspapers in Uganda have unlawfully 'outed' a number of 
Ugandans, posing a great and immediate danger to their lives.

During this period, EHAHRDP has received reports of several incidents of ‘mob justice’ against 
perceived members of Uganda’s LGBT community. In addition to numerous unlawful arrests, 
there have been reports of forced evictions, and several suicide attempts.68 On 3 April 2014, 
Ugandan police raided the premises of a healthcare facility, the Walter Reed Project, in Kampala. 
A government spokesperson claimed that the organisation was “training youths in 
homosexuality”.69

The Anti-Homosexuality Act 2014 criminalizes the 'promotion' of homosexuality, whilst failing 
to provide a definition of that very term, and threatens to have a chilling effect on debate and
human rights advocacy,  contrary to freedoms of expression, thought, assembly and association 
and the right to civic participation.70

Freedom of Expression
On 19th March 2014, the Government of Uganda released stringent regulations which all 
broadcasting media houses must comply with. All media houses must allocate prime time to 
promote government programmes and public relations. Each radio station will be required to 
avail at least one hour for government agencies to explain government programmes and 
policies. Prime time is defined to mean any time between 6am and 10 am and 6pm to 10pm. The 
station is obliged to advertise the programme three days in advance at its own cost.

Freedom of Association and Assembly
Despite the fact that the Constitution guarantees the right to freedom of association, the 
citizenry is not free to demonstrate against government policies. Opposition members have 
experienced intimidation and harassment stifling their ability to mobilize support for their 
political parties. There have been violent disruptions of assemblies and in some instances 
activists have been denied permission to assemble despite requesting for it in accordance to the 
Public Order Management Act.71

On 17th January 2014, protests broke out in and around Kampala in protest at the manner in 
which the ruling party, National Resistance Movement (NRM), aided by the police was removing 
the Lord Mayor from office. The police worked alongside unidentified individuals carrying clubs 

                                                            
68 EHAHRDP, “ Uganda: Government Must Ensure Safety of All Citizens,” 26th February 2014, 
http://www.defenddefenders.org/2014/02/uganda-government-must-ensure-safety-citizens/

69Associated Press, “Uganda's Makerere University Walter Reed Project Raided In Wake Of Anti-Gay Law” 4 
April 2014, http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2014/04/04/uganda-aids-group-gay-law_n_5092692.htmlThe 
report quotes a tweet from Ugandan government spokesperson Ofowono Opondo, quoted above. The tweet, 
since removed, was viewed directly by the author of this report. 

70 EHAHRDP, “Blog Post: Civil Liberties Being Suffocated in Uganda”, 25th February 2014, 
http://www.defenddefenders.org/2014/02/blog-post-civil-liberties-suffocated-uganda/

71UGO News, ”Police Refutes Reports Political Leaders are Denied Permission to Hold Rallies,” 29th March 
2014,  http://news.ugo.co.ug/police-refutes-reports-political-leaders-are-denied-permission-to-hold-rallies/
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and dressed in civilian clothes to calm the situation. The Ugandan Police has used excessive 
force to subdue political opponents during peaceful demonstrations on several prior occasions 
including during the 2011 ‘Walk to Work’ protests organised by Activists for Change (A4C) and 
opposition members protesting against increasing levels of corruption in the country and the 
high costs of living. 


