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During the reporting period, Burundi’s human rights
situation continued to deteriorate. There were reports of
increased kidnappings, enforced disappearances, attacks
on journalists and HRDs, restrictions on the right to
freedom of expression, and harrassment of the opposition
and dissenting voices. Independent media outlets like
lwacu faced legal harassment and were targeted with
violence from unknown assailants, who stoned their offices
for several hours. While authorities released journalist
Floriane Irangabiye following a presidential pardon,
journalist Sandra Muhoza remained in arbitrary detention.
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Eritrea remains the most closed state in the sub-region. The

Djibouti continues to impose significant restrictions
on civic space, as evidenced by its ranking of 161 out
of 180 countries in the 2024 Reporters Without
Borders (RSF) Press Freedom Index. The ranking
reflects a challenging environment for journalists,
operating within the country.

country ranked 180 out of 180 countries in the 2024 RSF Press
Freedom Index, highlighting its restrictive environments. On 11
July 2024, the Human Rights Council adopted a resolution on
Eritrea, extending the Special Rapporteur's mandate. This
decision aims to address severe restrictions on freedoms of
expression, association, and peaceful assembly in Eritrea, a

positive step towards increased international scrutiny and
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The human rights situation in Ethiopia remains dire, with millions of citizens
denied justice amid ongoing fighting and widespread abuses. In Oromia, the
conflict between government forces and the Oromo Liberation Army has led to
extrajudicial killings, arbitrary detentions, and severe displacement, particularly
in Western Oromia, where civilians face restricted access to essential services.
Despite these widespread violations, there is no significant progress towards
accountability, especially in the Amhara region, where armed conflict has
persisted for a year. Although the state of emergency ended in June 2023, the
Ethiopian government has made no substantial progress in ensuring
accountability. The Ethiopian Human Rights Commission has documented

atrocities, including civilian deaths from airstrikes and attacks by armed groups.

The government has intensified its crackdown on civic space, banning
demonstrations and assemblies, and detaining at least ten journalists and civil
society members, with around 200 journdlists arrested since 2019.

support for human rights in Eritrea.
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During the reporting period, President Ruto announced the

commencement of the Public Benefit Organisations Act, 2013 which 200
provides a comprehensive and transparent framework for the
registration and regulation of civil society groups, replacing an older &
more restrictive legislation. However, serious human rights violations
were reported in the same period, including excessive use of force by
police. In June 2024, police violently dispersed protests on a proposed 100
Tax Bill using tear gas, water cannons, rubber bullets, and live

ammunition, resulting in at least 21 deaths and 336 injuries. Over 300 50
protesters, including HRDs and journalists, were arrested and arbitrarily

detained. Additionally, protestors were forcefully disappeared creating

fear and uncertainty among citizens. Extrajudicial killings remain a >

&
serious issue, with numerous dismembered bodies found. Femicide
rates also surged.
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Somalia faces a dire humanitarian crisis worsened by climate change,
inter-clan fighting, persistent human rights abuses, and ongoing
conflict. Al Shabaab, an extremist group, continues to control large
swathes of territory and commit severe human rights violations,

including frequent attacks on civilians. Gender-based violence (GBV)
has surged, affecting displaced women and girls with increased rates of
femicide. Journalists face constant threats from both state and non-
state actors, encounter harassment, arrests, and attacks.
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During this period, Rwanda conducted its presidential and parliamentary elections on 15 July 2024
in a restrictive environment. The country re-elected President Paul Kagame with over 99% of the
votes. Authorities barred opposition figures from participating, including Diane Rwigara of the
People Salvation Movement. The political opposition continues to face severe restrictions to their
right to freedom of association, along with threats, arbitrary detention, prosecution on trumped-up
charges, killings, and enforced disappearances. Independent civil society and the media also face
attacks, intimidation, harassment, and reprisals for their work.
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Over the past six months, South Sudan has faced a severe Ahead of Tanzania's 2024 local government and 2025 general elections, the www

government has intensified its crackdown on civic space. Authorities arrested

humanitarian crisis with extreme food insecurity, economic
decline, ongoing conflict, disease outbreaks, and severe restrictions

Chama cha Demokrasia na Maendeleo (CHADEMA) party members, 8 0 O O o + 1 O O =+

on civic space. As of 5 September 2024, flooding has affected over including opposition leader Tundu Lissu, and detained 375 supporters,

710,000 people in 30 counties. Threats against HRDs and
journalists have intensified. On 3 July 2024, Parliament passed a

obstructing their activities. The forced relocation of over 82,000 Maasai from Maasai relocated protesters arrested

the Ngorongoro conservation area continues, with severe restrictions on their

movement and access to essential services. Despite Tanzania's significant Mg L L
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leap in the World Press Freedom Index, rising to 97 from 143 in 2023 and w w w w w

bill retaining Sections 54 and 55 of the National Security Service
Act, granting the NSS broad powers to arrest and detain without a

warrant, raising fears of arbitrary arrests and repression. South media workers leading East Africa, the operating environment for HRDs remains challenging.

Sudan now ranks 136 in the 2024 World Press Freedom Index,
reflecting ongoing intimidation and censorship. On 16 September

arrested Journalists and activists continue to face intimidation and arrests for
journalists

exposing sensitive information. The right to freedom of expression is affected, 2 %e
arreste

2024, the Transitional Government postponed elections by 24 with live metrics showing restrictions on X (formerly Twitter) by main internet

months, prompting criticism and a crackdown on dissent. loviacts:
Recommendations— ((
U I + Urge all states parties to the African Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights to protect HRDs, by strictly
(( gan . adhering to the provisions of the Charter and other international and regional instruments to which they are
parties, as well as the United Nations Declaration on HRDs.
A L h DS B e ot MR araeriod UG n o B e s s el e e e e s + Cadll on governments to end the excessive use of force, including tear gas, bullets, and arrests, during
The armed conflict in Sudan continues, with the Sudanese Armed Forces J P 9P 5 J 4 peaceful protests and ensure law enforcement officers adhere to international standards on the use of force
(SAF) and Rapid Support Forces (RSF) committing grave violations, including contraction in civic space and a crackdown on dissent, with environmental T BT e T Tl e s e s i e e
war crimes and crimes against humqnity, Over the past six months, Sudan defenders, POlitiCG| activists, and media PrOfeSSi0n0|$ PerSiStent|Y tdrgeted. » Urge all countries to strengthen monitoring and accountability mechanisms to address human rights
has faced a severe humanitarian crisis, with over 10.8 million disploced and Authorities responded to protests with excessive force, including the use of violations, foster a culture where perpetrators are held accountable for their actions especially in election
food insecurity affecting 25.6 million people. Health facilities are largely non- tear gas, resulting in many injuries and arrests. Protestors and critics against Erocesses' W sl 1 Al
’ 3 = e R . + Urge all governments to cease the intimidation and harassment of opposition figures, allow them to freely
functional, worsening cholera and malaria outbreaks, with over 144 medical corruption and the East African Crude Oil Pipeline (EACOF) project faced express their views and participate in political processes without fear of reprisal.
facilities closed. Both parties have blocked humanitarian aid, worsening the violence and numerous arrests. Authorities intimidated opposition leaders, « Call on the Ethiopian government to end all restrictions on civil society organisations, including surveillance,
crisis and leaving millions, especially children and women, without essentials. and journalists faced heightened repression, with several arrests. On 16 July harassment and to ensure these organisations can operate freely.
Reports highlight severe violations against children, including killings, 2024, the president signed into law the NGO Act 2024, dissolving the NGO + Cdllon ’fhe Ethiopian government to implement tcrge’.ced. measures against technollogy—fccilitofed gender-
b O I R o et el s Bureau and reverting its functions to the Ministry of Internal Affairs, which based .\/lolenc':e affectlhg womer.\ HRDs through establishing support networks, providing legal aid, and
? ¢ 1 - ek ; enforcing strict penalties for online abuse.
over half of the displaced, are particularly vulnerable to malnutrition, lack of could have an impact on the operations of civil society. « Urge the governments of Ethiopia, Tanzania, and Kenya, and the authorities in Sudan to immediately restore

unrestricted internet and social media access, end censorship and harassment of journalists and media

necessities, and disease. o 0 o 97700
QQQ wwww personnel, and uphold freedom of expression.
+ Cadll on all countries to protect freedom of expression, end the arrests and intimidation of journalists and

e o o HRDs, enact laws that guarantee their rights to report and advocate freely to ensure transparency and
/\/\/\ 8 1 3 O 4 1 accountability.
w w w ﬁ ﬁ ﬁ ; : ) » Call on the government of Tanzania to respect the rights of indigenous populations in Ngorongoro, end the
environmental defenders journalists opposition forced relocation of Maasai communities and restore their access to essential services and cultural sites.

Bliestes activists arrested eliesied leader arrested « Cadll on all parties to the conflict in Sudan to grant immediate and unhindered access to humanitarian aid

4 O O 0 0 + 13 O 0 O + 3 9 3 + across the country, especially in conflict-affected areas, to address the urgent needs of millions facing
hunger and impending famine.

displaced due to ViOl.ations égainSt + Cadll on the Joint Fact-Finding Mission into the human rights situation in Sudan established as per ACHPR

deaths T journalists QQQ Resolution 590 to ensure the complementarity of its efforts with those of other actors, in particular the

Office of the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, the Fact-Finding Mission established by the UN

EAATeR GTa Human Rights Council, and other appropriate regional and international entities.
K + Cadll on the government of Eritrea and Djibouti to provide a safe and enabling environment for civil society to
192 and HRDs victims

of police brutality flourish and protect the rights of all individuals to freely express their opinions.



